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KCK’s
downtown
arts scene
blossoms

A small community of
artists hopes to grow and
acho the success of the
Crossroads district.

By MARK WIEBE

About nine months ago, artist
Lacey Lewis knew the tome !'..:.E
SoMme 1 moye e ""I-..|I.- |r
canvasses [rom her Kansas City,
Kan., iving room to a real studio,

Hut Lewrs also kmew
couldn’t find affordabl ¥
or even near, the Crossro
Instrct. S0 she did somiet
that more artists are doing the
dinys she looked for space in
dowmiown Kaneas I'il:.'_ Ean. amd
found it ' the basement of the
former Konsas City Kansan
newspaper building.

The ment was !"::: ':'\-:_'-: Liwns
could fmd, the space was gener-
ois, and the landiord — City Vi-
sipn Minisiries, a nonprodil u
development  corporation
ceemed committed to cultivating
the arts dowmniorsm
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I EYWis WiEls 5_':|_.I'-..I:' Yy aLIr-
prised: “When 1 first heard
about this, [ said  “What?
There's art in Eansas Ciry, Kan-
sas "

e 12 now one of 10 artists

- four from Kansas City, Kan.,
.||||' from Kansas City Jeras-

in Pressroom S

?'Jll block of Armstrong
venue They're part of an
rging downtown arts com
munity  that :':-.'-p:,w. o echo
some of the success the Cross-
roads has enjoved, imchiding

the popular First Fridays.

Except the art walk in Kansas

ALY, I‘-'.:|||.. dubbed “Follow the
|3' itte” 15 held the second Fri-
day of every month. Formally
organized two years ago, the
seasin mins from March to Oe-
tober, Tonight's event featuring
I} galleries marks the cnd of
e S0 "||-\.I -l R I"'ll LRI g ] oy
ers say that several gallernes

will remain open through the
WITItET,

[he srudios and the art walk,
however, are just two examples
of downfowns arts scene
There are others:

B Imago D, a nomprolit that
promodes the arz :|||;|',|:’.':|1'r;
Christian art, opened an office
and gallery earlier this wear and
on Saturday announced plans
to bulld a 316 million arts cam
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L"r-:ﬂwmm 's'ru ﬂrm
I'The YWCA

just begnnning to spread
Becker, executive
the Arts Incubator of Kansas
City in the Crossroads district,

he considered moving a
satellive studio into |.!l_' .!'l'l_"\-\.}\.
rooan. The organization de-
chded against the mowe, but
Becker said he's impressed
with what downtown Kansas
City, Kan, is doing.

The artists are acutely aware
of the :,*-.'-Il'nl:.:l': I!n_':.' ||.|1.'|- G
wip revitalize  dowmtowmn,
hMamy will recite a familiar lita
ny: Low property values attract
artists, r-.xl.u.lr.-.nh and retail
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ublic Library, 625
Minnesata Ave. A shutthe
service is provided by th
Tth Street Casino anc
be availabla at tha |

then follow, property values in-

crease, and artists then '!'~.':.:'|| 11,

ook elsewhere for their space,
Ihe Crosstoads appears
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hink Iil-\." ‘e Al
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1 CWVENIE COOT
tor at the YWCA and th
mer owner of a gallery
downtown EKansas I:"_I:.'_
izts are definitely pion
They say. 'H Y's  SOme-
thing that has iy Dovached
Let's makoe 1F our owm”
Iragn D 15 I.,l:|:'_,'_ thad fuil)

nEer att w level, Itz
:

o el S l-i.l.ﬁd.-_'[.

The ormnization plans o
¢ the theater and 3 new

national ar
nal artises.
A second phase will feature
¢ new buildings with room
individual studios,

TRISLS,

e ||i.':"\.';|':
pliet :i-lI-.! nagn Dei plan
Open B8 N SPac
nada on Dec, 31
she said, it will be pe
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FYl AT THE
MOVIES

Keira Knightley reigns
in “The Duchess,” and

villain Ralph Fiennes
isn't too bad either.
kx| Fl

Artists within the Préssroom Studios in Kansas City, Kan.,
Include Steve Curtks (from left), George E. Lewis, Darrall
Trubay, Kim Elchler-Maessmar, Steve Lardon and LACey
Lewis. The studlo is in the 700 block of Armstrong Avenue,
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T réach Mark Wiehe, call
Bi5=234-58895 or 1and
e-mall to mwiebe ckostarncom




